
Biology 112, General Biology II                                          Spring 2020 

Instructor:               Dr. Benjamin D. Duval, benjamin.duval@nmt.edu 

                                    319 Jones Annex, 835-5820 (office) 

Office Hours:          Monday 11-noon; Wednesday 11:00-noon 

*preferentially by appointment 

Textbook:     Sadava et al. “Life: the science of biology Volume 2” or Chapters ≥21 

Description:            

This is the second course in the Biology Department’s introduction to Biology. We will cover 

concepts in biology beyond the cell level, with focus on organization from individual organisms 

to population and communities. A strong focus on the mechanisms of biological evolution will 

be a common thread throughout the course. 

Topics: 

Patterns and process of evolution; origins of biological diversity; form and function of microbial, 

plant and animal life; introduction to genetics at species and population levels; introduction to 

ecological interactions 

Courtesy Policies: 

Attendance is mandatory, absences will be noted and deducted from your participation grade. I 

have high expectations that the utmost courtesy and respect will be given to your fellow students 

and to me. Part of those expectations are that you will arrive on time and ready to learn at 

10:00am. Cell phones and electronic devices will be silenced and hidden (that means you can’t 

see them either) during class. Do not come to class sick, but let me know via email or phone 

message that you were out for that reason. I reserve the right to request documentation from a 

medical professional for absences due to illness. 

Course Policies*: 

Grades are based on participation “checks”, homework assignments and exams. Late 

homework will not be accepted. All homework will be submitted as a hard copy unless 

otherwise stated



Your Plan for Success: Checking in with your professors in all of your classes from time to time 

will help you track your progress and demonstrate that you are serious about doing well. 

Your mental and physical health is important for your success at New Mexico Tech. The 

University offers mental health and substance abuse counseling through the Office of Counseling 

and Disability Services, but you are also welcome to find a person you trust in the Biology 

Department if you just need to voice some concerns about this class, a different class, or life in 

general. Official services through NM Tech are conf
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Tentative Weekly Schedule 

Week of Topic(s) Assignments Exams 

January 13 
Intro to genetics & 

evolu Tf
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environment & viruses 

March 9       

March 16 SPRING BREAK   


