
Budget Justification 
 
Personnel 

1. (PI Name), Principal Investigator, (amount of support/# of months/% of effort). 
Then write a description of what you will be doing on the project. 
Example: Name, Principal Investigator (1 month summer salary): The PI has 
activities and will personally conduct all experiments described in Objective 2. 

3. TBD (or name if you know it), Post Doc, (12 Calendar months). Here you will 
want to write a description of what your postdoc will be doing on the project. 

4. TBD (or name if you know it), technician (listed in “other professionals” category 
on you budget spreadsheet) (12 Calendar months, 50% support). Here you will 
want to write a description of what the technician or any other professional 
personnel will be doing on the project. 

5. TBD, Graduate Student (12 Calendar months). Here you will want to write a 
description of what your RA will be doing on the project. 

6. TBD, Undergraduate Student. (~70 hours per semester at $15 per hour). Here you 
will want to write a description of what your undergraduate student(s) will be 
doing on the project. If you plan on more than 1 student – 



project and for the PI and one graduate student travel to meet with collaborators twice a 
year during the second and third years. These meetings involve discussing future goals 
and objectives, assigning specific research experiments for the next period, and sharing 
the accomplishments of the past periods. Travel is requested at the Federal travel rates. 
 
Participant Costs 
$... (amount) in participant costs per year is requested for …. 
Here you will describe funds requested for participant stipends, travel, and subsistence. 
This category is not used for student tuition. This category will be used if you are doing 
something like a summer program and providing housing, meals, and stipends to people 
participating. Anyone working on the program will not be in this category. 
 
Other Direct Costs 
 

Materials and Supplies: $... (8.05 



Please check with a Sponsored Projects research accountant if you: 
• Need to know monthly salaries and actual fringe benefit rates. 
• Are hiring a post-doc 
• Anticipate the purchase of equipment (an article of non-expendable tangible 

personal property that has an acquisition cost that equals or exceeds $5,000) 
• Intend to fabricate equipment 
• Propose participant support for non-NMT participants 
• Are proposing subawards (to others making an intellectual contribution to the 


