
essential thinking and communication skills presented in these courses. The broad liberal 

arts knowledge and Christian worldview orientation in this part of collegiate study aims to 

develop ethical practitioners, lifelong learners, integrative thinkers, and faithful believers. 

 

Each separate course in the General Education Core is designed to link with the other 

areas of the core to produce in students competencies that they will be able to carry 

beyond college life and into the real world. The objective is not merely learning for its own 

sake, but rather the equipping of students for living in the real world. The following five 

core competencies are those that Lee University strives to instill in each student. 

 

1. Communication Skills– Students should be able to gather information (through 

reading, engaging in research, and critical listening), organize it, and present it 

effectively in correct written and spoken English. [English; writing, and reporting 

components of other core classes] 

 

2. Critical Thinking– Students should be able to demonstrate critical, analytical, and 

integrative thinking, as they engage in creative decision-making and problem 

solving. [Math, Science, Philosophy, and research components of other core 

classes] 

 

3. Cultural Literacy– Students should be able to demonstrate a foundational level of 

knowledge about Western cultural heritage, American social and political 

institutions, and studies of human interaction and behavior. [Humanities, 

Literature, Fine Arts, History, Political Science, Sociology, Psychology, and 

content components of other core classes] 

 

4. Cultural Engagement– Students should be able to engage cultures besides their 

own, equipped with knowledge of diverse social, linguistic, religious, and 

traditional practices from other parts of the world. [World Languages, 

Anthropology, Global Perspectives, Western and non-Western History, World 

 and 

responsible citizenship in the church, community, and the world. [Service 

Learning, Global Perspectives, 
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Lee University 
General Education Core At-A-Glance 

 

Developing Biblical Faith and Lifestyle (12 hours) 

 BIBL-110 - Message of the New Testament (3) 

 BIBL-111 - Message of the Old Testament (3) 

 THEO-230 - Introduction to Theology (3) 

 THEO-231 - Introduction to Christian Ethics (3) 

 80 service hours - 10 hours of service per semester at Lee. 

 

Each full-time student must be enrolled in a religion course every semester until the 

four courses above are completed.  If a student has taken a religion course during 
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LEEU-101 • Freshman Seminar: Gateway to University Success (1) 

This course is designed to equip first-year students for success in the Christian 

university community.  It will acquaint students with the academic, social, and critical 

thinking skills necessary to succeed in college.  All first-time Lee students who have 

completed fewer than 16 credit hours of resident college work (In addition to AP or 

dual enrollment credits earned during high school) are required to take LEEU-101 in 

their first semester of enrollment.  Requires co-requisite enrollment in LEEU-101S 

(Service Learning). 

   

LEEU-202 •  Benevolence (1) 

This course offers students an introduction to various aspects of service as 

portrayed from biblical, theological, and historical sources.  Issues of benevolence, 

poverty, social justice, and ministry to those in need will be examined.  A segment of 

the course will require students to do some form of Christian service.  It should be 

taken the first semester of the Sophomore year for most students, as part of the Lee 

University Freshman/Sophomore Experience core.  Requires co-requisite enrollment 

in LEEU-202S. 
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Each student is required to complete at least one mathematics course.  The basic courses are:   

MTHS-110 • Contemporary Mathematics (3) 

 

A survey of mathematical topics designed to develop an appreciation of the uses of 

mathematics.  Selected topics will include problem solving, mathematical modeling, 

logic and sets, statistics, and the mathematics of finance. 

 

MTHS-123 • College Algebra (3) 

The real number system; relations and functions; algebraic functions; linear, 

quadratic, and higher degree equations; complex numbers; graphing; systems of 

equations; and applications using word problems.  Intended primarily for students 

majoring in Education, National Sciences, Mathematics, and Accounting. 

 

MTHS-135 • Introduction to Statistics (3) 

An introduction to techniques for collecting, analyzing, and interpreting data.  The 

primary emphasis is on the analysis of data sets to facilitate informed decision-

making processes.  Topics include sampling methods, summaries of data, descriptive 

statistics, probability, and distributions correlation, and regression. 

 

MTHS-161 • Algebra for Calculus (3) 

A rigorous introduction to the foundations of Algebra:  complex numbers; equations 

and inequalities; functions and transformations; inverse functions; polynomials, 

rational, exponential, and logarithmic functions. Intended primarily for students 
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HUMN-201 • Foundations of Western Culture (3) 

An integrative survey of the history, art, literature, and drama, which form the 

foundation of Western culture, reaching from approximately 4000 B.C.E. to the fall of 

Rome.  Prerequisite:   ENGL-106 or ENGL-110 

 

Western Humanities (6) 

 Choose two courses from the following: 

  HUMN-202 - The Rise of Europe 

  HUMN-301 - Foundations of the Modern World 

  HUMN-302 - Modern Western Culture 

  HIST-221 - Survey of Western Civilization I 

  HIST-222 - Survey of Western Civilization II 

  ENGL-221 - 
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Lab Science (4) 

 

The lab sciences endeavor to instill a respect for the natural world by providing an 

understanding of the natural world through scientific exploration.  A wide range of 

scientific disciplines may be selected for study, each focusing on a different aspect of 

the natural world.  Students may choose to learn about the complexities regarding 
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Helen DeVos College of Education 
Early Childhood, Elementary, and Special Education 

 HDBUS.BS  MTHS-123 

 HDDFS.BA  MTHS-123, MTHS-135, OR MTHS-161 

 ECHED.BST  MTHS-121, MTHS-122, & MTHS-123 

 ECIDS.BST   MTHS-121, MTHS-122, & MTHS-123 

 IDSTU.BST  MTHS-121, MTHS-122, & MTHS-123 

 

    Middle Grades Education Majors: 

 MTHS-161 (MTHS-162 & MTHS-261 required in Science emphases)  

    Middle Grades Math emphasis programs: 

 MTHS-161, MTHS-121, MTHS-135, MTHS-162, MTHS-221, MTHS-261 

 

 SPEDU.BS  MTHS-110 or any 100-level MTHS* 

 SPEDC.BST  MTHS-123 & MTHS-121 

 SPEDE.BST  MTHS-123 & MTHS-121 

 SPEDP.BST  MTHS-123 & MTHS-121 

 SPEDS.BST  MTHS-123 or MTHS-161 & MTHS-135, MTHS-162, & MTHS-

221 for Math emphasis 

 SPEDD.BS  MTHS-123 & MTHS-121 & MTHS-135 and MTHS-221 

     for Math emphasis 
 

Health, Exercise Science, and Secondary Education 

 EXSAT.BS  MTHS-135 

 EXSCI.BS  MTHS-135 

 SPMGT.BS  MTHS-135 

 

School of Music 
MTHS-110 or any 100-level MTHS* fulfills the core math requirement for all degree 

programs except MUSIC BUSINESS programs, MUSIA.BME, MUSKA.BME, 

MUSKI.BME and MUSVA.BME, which require MTHS-135. 

 

School of Nursing 
MTHS-135 is required for all Nursing & Disaster/Healthcare Mission Management 

majors. 

 

School of Theology and Ministry 
MTHS-110 or any 100-level MTHS* fulfills the core math requirement for all degree 

programs. 

 

Lee Online 
MATH-121 is the core math course for all degree programs. 

 
*MATH-121 in Lee Online will not fulfill the Undergraduate core math requirement.  MTHS-110 or 

MTHS-135 are suggested for majors requiring any 100-level math course. 


